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UFO debate� continues half a century later 
ffiVING (AP) -:Both ·sides in a 

UFO debate ; remain light years 
apart nearly half a century after the. 
Army claimed briefly it had recov­
ered a flying disc in New Mexico. 

the 509th Bomb Group ... was fortu­
nate enough to gain possession of the 
disc," said the 1�47 release prepared 
by 1st Ll Walter Haut. 

who was unable to identify the 
wreckage, Philip J. Klass, former 
senior editor of Aviation Week and 
Space Technology, said at the na­
tional meeting of the Committee for 
the Scientific Investigation of 
Claims of the Paranormal. 

Experts at a weekend conference 
agreed the 194T announcement in 
Roswell wa� a big · mistake.:. They · 
disagreed heatedly over bow �the 
mistake was made. 

. 

'cnte many rumors regarding the 
flying disc became a reality yester­
day when the intelligence office of 

Skeptics said there i� ·no hard 
evidence the wreckage was anything 
other than the remains of a military 
balloon. That was the Army's. final 
explanation after the wreckage was 
flown aboard a B-29 to Fort Worth. 

Some researchers of unidentified 
flying object reports believe the gov­
ernment goofed in 1947 by calllng 

·attention to the find- and has had to The release was issued on the 
authority of an intelligence officer cover up the discovery ever since. 

i�SA 1·. 
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,\. Shu,,·,•r of ;llcut. 

Houston Chronicle 

The H:-.th County (Ky.) X<!IC.'l snys: On Fridhy, �l11rch 3, 
187G, a sl10wer of ment fell nenr the houso of A l l ,•n l'rouch, 

who li\t-� SOlllO two vr tltrl'H milos frol'l the Olympiun 
Springs in tho southern portion of the tou n ty, �.:overing a 

strip of ground nbout onu huudr··d yards in lt'ngth nnti fifty 
wide. :\Irs. Crouch wns out in the ynrd at the time, t-ngnc,;Pd 
in makinr; !-!oap, when menl which looked lik" bcE'f lJcgnu to 
fall around her. 'file sky was perft!ctly clear nt tho time, 

o.nd she said it fell 1ikB lA.rgc suow tltLkcs, the piect�s ns n gen · 

ern] thin;; not being llluch laq;er. One pit.Ct1 fdl nc:u ber 
which w11� three or four incl1l'S square. ::\{r. liurrbon Uill. 
whose ve!'acity is unC)_ucstionabie, nncl from wLom we obtnit: 
the above facts, hearing of the Ot;currence. visited the locnli· 
ty the next day, nnd says Le �nw pn.rticlts of meat sticking 
to the ftnces nnd �cattered over the ground . Tbu lllcn.t when 

it fell uppeo.rcd to he perfectly fresh. 
The correspondent of tLo Louisville .Cr;mmCI'cial, writ· 

ing !ro� �fount Sterling, corroborat� .the nbo\'e, nnd 

says the pieces of flesh wore.of various sizes nnd sLapcs, 
>ome of them being two ind1es square, Two genth·men, 
who ts.s�ed the men.t, e�presscd the opinion that it was either 

mutton or veniEon. 
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Prof. Pid\ t> rin� mal\c>:-. tiH: fol l owin � statc'nH'llt rela · 
tivc to tilt• li�ht flash l'ro111 1\lars: "E:1rly in l>•·t·eml�t•r 

we reeci \'Nl from the Lowe 11 Ohst'n·a tory i 11 .·\ ri zona 

a tC"le�ram that a shaft of light had hL·t•n ::il't'n to pro· 
jN't from :\Iars (the I .o\\'Pl l Ob::;t·n·atury mal\Ps a spe· 

dally of �brs) la st ing scn·nty ulinutes. I wir<'tl 
thrse facts to Europ1• and sent out neo�tyh• �·opies 
throu�h th is <'Oillltry. The ol>sc>l'\'1'1' there is a l':li'C'· 

ful. rl'lial>lt• man and tht•rf' is no reason to cloullt that 

tiH• light exis!Ptl. It was l!;ivrn as from a wt·ll·l\nown 

�eographi1·al poi11t of _:..taJ·s. That was all. .1\ow til(' 
l"tory has I!;OJH' tht• world on•r. In !·:11ropP it is �tatt•tl 

that I have h<•c•u in c·unllllllnkation witll :\Iars. and all 

l>Ol'tS O( C'Xaggc•ratiOllS il:t\'l! SJll'llll� 11)1. \\'h:tll'\'1'1' the 

l igh t was. wr han' no Jlll':tns or l\ nowi n g. \\'llPlilPr it 

l1:td intl'lligencP or not. 110 Olt(.' �an say. It ls ab�olutrly 

in(·xplicalJIC'.'' 
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I:-; connection with the rCpiJrt<. ''hich han: appe:ucJ fr"m 
time tn time that .\nclr�·�'s anti '•thc.:r !Jali•Juns h:�.,·e I.Jecn !>ightcd 
in the di:'tancc, it i<; worth while to direct altcntion to an 
ouservatic.n recorded hy :\lr. F. F. Payne in tht: Canadian 
,1/cnthi;· lf�·.rlhc'T N<·;•i,·-;:.:. Lool,ing at the sky one afternoon, 
:\1 r. Payne�:\\\ :�. l ar�e, grey, pe:u-sh:�.pcJ objcct �ailing rapidly 
acrus!>, immediately Ld1ind a thin stratum of cirro-str:�.tus clouJ. 

.·\t f�rq the object wao; taken fur a b:dloon, it� outline llt:in::: 
shar)'ly cl�o:l�lll'cl, and its �hapc :�nd size exactly curr6pondin� to 
one ; Lut a� no c:agc w:1s seen, it was conclutlc<l th:lt it mu t � 
:\ nl:\!>S of cloud, and after wa tching it for ab 1ut six minutes, it> 
m:�.�.- became k.;s dense and finally it di. :tppt:arcd. \\'hiL;t no 
\\hirlin� tllotiun coultl lx: noticed, this ll.llloon.Jik..: lll::\5 w:tc; 
undouL�t:tllr II( crci(Jnic f.,rm:lli .. n, appe .uin;:: le s t:hln�att:ll 
when \'icwi:cl at a ui'-l:�.nce proh:\l.ly of :\ lllile :tnd (only auuur 
30" from the Lt.:nit h. The.: ol)':l·n·:�.tinn su��l·-t-; an '" i;.:in f,lr 
stran�c war !J:�.IIoons an1l other aeri.ll machi:ll' u.:c:�.•i•tnally 
reported :�.s h:t\'lllg lJccn .i�htl·d. 
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A.,., ronurni(·n 1. 

.\ di!'pntch from fieneYa. Xcw Yl)rk. clatetl July �:.?, 
1 saYS: 

;,Prnf. "�illi:un R. Br(HJk!'. clirt•t·torof Slllith Ol,!"t•na· 

ton·. whih• oh'-t>n·in� the JIIC.•oll l:t!"t night with tltt' 

1 )at·�<· tl'h•:-:<"opc. 111:\<:lC' a mo:-:t illkl'c•�tiug aml nuiqtw 

· •1i�t·tJ\'t'l'\". .\ tlarli rtmtHl ohjt·d w:1� �<'t'JI fo Jill'� r:1thrr 

�ltJ\\·)\· :1;'1'11"!" tht• moon ill :1 htH·izont:d dir·t•t·t ion. Prof. 
Brook:-: lu•JiP\'C!" that it \\':t!" tlu• pa .... ,a;:c· o! :1 darl.; Jllf'fi'OI' 

·l)(•tw�·t'll the earth allll till' lllllttll. f:tr lx·:: 111d tlw••:trth's 

af1lltt�pltPrt•, :-.o that it J'l'lll:tiltf'tl 111111 J. 'lllillous. Thu 
ou::;cn·utiou i::; HCW Ul a-:tr(JJIOIUh::.tl l'l'{'llhl':.'' 
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Lying by the Book 

D 
issembling by public officials 
is probably as old as govern­
ment. Certainly the practice 

has become a tradition in Washing­
ton. During the 1950s and 1960s, 
for example, U.S. Army planes car­
ried out mock biological warfare at­
tacks against American and Canadian 
cities by spraying them with live­
though supposedly harmless-bac­
teria. If .local officials as ked what 
was going on, the army said it was 
testing a radar-deflecting chaff. 

One might think that such prevari­
cation-whether justified or not-is 
done on an ad hoc, seat-of-the-pants 
basis. That might have been the 
case previously, but no more. The 
Bush administration has actually 
drafted regulations on the use of de­
ception to provide cover for secret 
programs. Bureaucrats' passion for 
secrecy, it seems , is exceeded only 
by their passion for codification. 

The regulations are part of the Na­
tional Industrial Security Program 
Operating Manual, which sets forth 
security procedures for government 
agencies and contractors involved 
with classified programs. Recently 
the Department of Defense generat­
ed a supplement to the manual for 
"special access" (also called "black") 
programs, whose existence cannot 
even be acknowledged. Dated May 
29. 1992, and stamped "draft," the 
supplement states: 

Cover stories may be establishec;f 

for unacknowledged programs in or· 

der to protect _the integrity of the 

program from individuals w h o  do 

not have a need to know. Cover sto­

ries must be believable and cannot 

reveal any information regarding the 

true nature of the contract. Cover 

storie� for Special Access Programs 

must have the approval of the PSO 

[Program Security Officer) prior to 
dissemination. 

The supplement also notes that 
special access programs must have 
"nonattributable" telephone. lines, 

also called "Hello lines," connecting 
them to the outside world. Person­
nel who answer such a telephone 
must "state the proper salutation, 
e.g. Good Morning or Hello. Do not 
use the company name." 

Steven Aftergood of the Federa­
tion of American Scientists, which 
made the supplement public, pro­
fesses to be shocked at the cover­
story policy, which he calls "officially 
sanctioned lying." "One can see situ­
ations where this might be warrant­
ed, maybe in the midst of wartime," 
he says. "But this is not sufficiently 
well defined to convince me that it Is 
limited. It's obviously a very danger­
ous practice, because it can corrupt 
the public discourse." 

Susan Hansen, a spokesperson for 
the Pentagon, grumbles that the doc­
ument on cover stories was confiden­
tial. 'Whoever sent it to you was un­
authorized," she says. She points 
out, furthermore, that the document 
is an unapproved draft version that 
"does not represent the policy of the 
federal government." 

But does this statement itself rep­
resent a cover story? According to a 
Senate staff member specializing in 
security issues, the Bush administra­
tion has already implemented the 
cover-story policy-with the complic­
ity of some congressional oversight 
committees. Indeed, the administra­
tion has consulted with Conqress be­
fore disseminating cover stories 
about several "major programs" to 
the media, the staffer says. Such as? 
"Sorry, I can't tell you that," he replies. 

The staff member emphasizes 
that Congress, although it gives its 
approval to cover stories when the 
need for security seems clear, does 
not actively participate in the de· 
ception. Indeed, Congress Is trying 
to reduce the need for such de­
ception by cutting the number of 
black programs to a minimum. "It's a 
very uncomfortable situation in the 
democratic framework to lie about 
what you're doing," he acknowl­
edges. -john Horgan 
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·CAMPAIGN 
white- House spokesman Mar­

lin Fitzwater labeled Perot'.s1 
charges ':cx�zv" and c_o]Iloared 
him to people who believe in 
UE.Os. ,�- - - . .. -- ..,. 

"This man simply can't tell the 
truth," Fitzwater said, and chal­
lenged the me<lia to investigate -
Perot's all�gations. 

Otherwise, the voters might 
elect "a paranoid person who has 
delusions," he said. 

Asked why the White House 
�other� to rebut Perot's allega­
tions, Fitzwater said, "we don't 
have any choice. He makes those 
kinds of charges, we have to re­
spond." 

Houston Chronicle Tuesday, Oct. 'lJ, 1992 

"I am sick and tired of you all. 
questioning my integrity without a 
basis for it," Perot said. "I am sick 
and tired of you ignoring the people 
who can confirm the articles when 

· -yoa print or run your stories." 

::Despite his protestations that he 
could accept the Bush campaign's 
denial of any smear campaign and 
did not want to dwell on the subject, 
the allegations dominated Perot's 
briefing and the oresidential cam­
paign news Monday. 

�� In Denver, Fitzwater denounced 
.Perot's charges as cheap politics but 
J�opceded that Perot really believes 
the.Bush campaign tried to sabotage 
his campaign. 

�It's so crazy that he seems to have 
.latched onto this theory, much like 
o_ ther� oeoole_latch onto UFO the'o­
�es. Ana tie seems to oelieve it," 
:Fitzwater said. 
· . He called on the media to investi­
.gate "this crazy man's theories" and 
help "prevent us from electing a 
par:anoid person who has delusions." 


